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     Glenwood Avenue had many name changes and occupants over the years.The 
1888 Robinson Atlas of Norfolk County shows it without a name. The 1904 
Sanborn Insurance Map shows it as Stone Street. The 1927 Sanborn Insurance 
Map shows it as “Greenwood Av.”  A portion of that map is shown below. In the 
interim, other maps and plans called it a private way or had no name at all. The 
February 11, 1935 Town Meeting, in Articles 60 and 61, voted to accept 
Greenwood Street as a town way. Finally, Article 4 of the June 24, 1935 Town 
Meeting voted to accept it as Glenwood Avenue. This was followed by the 
recording of the Acceptance Plan in the Norfolk County Registry of Deeds on  
July 20, 1935. Since then the name has not changed, but the buildings have.

This is part of the 1927 map. Greenwood Av. is now Glenwood Avenue.



     For a road that was only 550 feet long, it was important to the residents near the
center of town. The corner stone of Glenwood Avenue was L.F. Fales Machine Co.
For over 100 years, Fales occupied half the block between Glenwood Avenue, East
Street, and Elm Street. One building was the machine shop and the other was the 
foundry. The foundry specialized in high grade soft gray iron, semi – steel and 
mixtures containing nickel, chrome, and molybdenum. From a historical marker at
the corner of East Street and Elm Street, previously placed by the Walpole 
Historical Society, we learn that Lewis Fisher Fales (1861-1930) inherited his 
father's business in 1898 and moved to a building at the corner of Elm and East 
Streets. L. F. Fales greatly enlarged the building until it covered the block from 
Glenwood Avenue to Elm Street. It was a supplier of machinery to many textile 
and paper industries including Bird & Son, and Kendall Mills.  One of Fales major
accounts was Walpole's Bird-Johnson Company on Norfolk Street. At its height   
L. F. Fales Machine was a major employer in the town. The company went out of 
business in Walpole in the 1980s, after which the building was re-purposed for 
various businesses and was often referred to as "The Foundry". Some of the 
occupants of the former Fales buildings were  Tire Specialists, the Rebel Pub, 
Finnegan's Wake Pub, B&G Power Equipment, Michele's Restaurant, and Walpole
Cable TV. In 2017, the massive, timber-framed building was raised and replaced 
by the Liberty Station apartments.  
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     Up the street, and adjacent to Fales, is the Reliance Lodge I.O.O.F, which is the
oldest building on Glenwood Avenue. This building was built after the March 3, 
1934 fire, by Allen Construction Company.

   

      At one time there was a bank in the building and Holt's two story women and 
children's clothing store, where items were wrapped in pink paper and placed in a 
pink box. On the down hill end of the building and on the bottom floor was the 
Walpole Times. A long time member's memories are  “My time frame was the 40s 
& 50s...what I remember about Glenwood Ave? The office and printing plant of 
the Walpole Times on the left side run by Garrett Dalton. Fascinating to go into 
the facility and watch the printers set the type...all lead...by hand....run the 
printing press...very hands on...smell of the ink...the clanking of the press...and the
noise...talk about having hearing problems. When I was in Junior High, I actually 
had a weekly column on the game results of the then-Intermediate League which 
would become the Babe Ruth  League. Always remember Jack White's weekly 
column...he was also Town Clerk...he and his cronies would park themselves on 
the wall in front of the old Town Hall and solve all the town's problems...and 
probably create a few...but you knew what was happening in the town...something 
really missing today.” 
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     Crossing Glenwood Avenue you come to 979 Main Street. Around 1930, the 
property was owned by Henry Kendall. After Kendall it was owned by the 
Walpole Trust Company, Norfolk County Trust Company, and Baybank. Currently,
it is owned by Walpole Development Company who is renovating it into  condos 
and a restaurant on the ground floor.

     Continuing down the hill was Dick Cleveland's Cleveland Oil Company and an
office condo building built by the Giandomenico's in 2004. Continuing along, 
according to Jim Gilmore in a 1995 interview with the Walpole Historical 
Society,were six houses that were moved from the nearby Kendall Company 
property to the end of Glenwood Avenue and around the corner onto East Street. 
Mostly Italian employees of Kendall's lived here giving it the name of  “Little 
Italy”. These buildings were razed when Bob and Alan Rockwood built on East 
Street.
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OTHER NEWS -

Bird and Son published a magazine especially  for its employees from 1920 until the 1960s. 
At first it was called The Neponset Review and then The Bird Review.  It included many  
details and photos of Walpole families associated with Bird and Son: births, marriages, and 
deaths and also vacations, excursions, awards, promotions, retirements, new houses and 
sports teams. Bird sponsored several teams including  baseball, basketball, soccer, and 
bowling.  If a family member worked at Bird, his or her name is probably mentioned. 
Thousands of copies of the review were distributed at Bird plants across the country and in 
Canada.  In theory they are great references to how life was lived  in and around Bird and 

Son in East Walpole in the 20th century.  And in theory you could find a family member in an 
article or photo. However up until now, that has required turning and reading every page. 
Recently, the Walpole Historical Society had the reviews digitized at the Boston Public Library,
which provides that wonderful service to historical societies around the Commonwealth.  Now 
they are key word searchable and you can look up a family name.  They can be viewed at:  
https://archive.org/details/walpolehistoricalsociety
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