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Bird Hall, the Tower, and the new construction

Bird Hall was built in 1884, by Francis W. Bird, and destroyed by fire on June 13, 1994. It was
built by Mr. Bird for his daughter Mary Reynolds Bird, so that she might have a place to conduct her
activities. It was occupied by the East Walpole Post Office, a department store, a dry goods store, a
grocery store, a bank, several smaller businesses, and the Bird Park Cafe. For a period of time, Masses
were conducted in Bird Hall on Sundays and Holy Days. A large second floor hall provided space for
various community activities. The 1994 fire destroyed Bird Hall but left the tower standing.

According to various sources, following Mr. Bird's death in 1894, the Francis William Bird Memorial
Tower was added to Bird Hall. A Revere bell was recast by the Blake Bell Company, of Boston and
installed in the tower in 1896. Notes compiled by Frank Larrabee state that the new bell weighed about
1000 pounds and measured about 35 inches across at the mouth. When President McKinley died, all the
bells in the nation were tolled, including this one, which was tolled by Mr. Thomas Corbett.




Since the 1994 fire, the site of the former Bird Hall has remained vacant, with the exception of
the free standing 72 foot tower with it's clock and bell. Hillcrest Builders is currently constructing a
new building, with a smaller footprint, which will contain commercial uses on the first floor and six
residential units on the upper floors. The tower, clock, and bell will remain. Good job Mike.

Walpole Woodworkers

Walpole Woodworkers, unlike Bird Hall, is not coming back. Woodworkers began on March 1,
1933. They first made outdoor furniture, then bedroom and dining room furniture, Then came the 1938
Hurricane. It blew down so much pine in Walpole, that they built a sawmill. A fire destroyed a shop in
1939, so they started in the sectional building venture. Arthur W. Clapp was the President at this time.
At one point they had 86 different fence types, and 50 designs of chairs, tables, benches, and swings. At
one point they produced a 60 by 22 foot summer cottage. At the 17 acre Walpole headquarters the
corporate symbol, a wooden sawyer, was mounted above the entrance. His name is Mr. Sawyer.
Walpole Woodworkers grew quickly, acquiring two mills in Maine to provide more cedar. In addition
to fencing, they began to sell outdoor cedar furniture, and small modular out-buildings designed by
architect Royal Barry Wills (1895-1962), who was famous for his Cape Cod revival style. Royal Barry
Wills also designed the Walpole Woodworkers shop depicted here. The hurricane of 1938 provided
abundant timber from fallen trees, some of which went into the making of garden sheds.The business
thrived for decades under the guidance of Arthur W. Clapp (1915-2007), with sales locations around the
country. After re-branding itself as “WalpoleOutdoors” in 2015, the company began its transition from
Walpole. The Allen homestead and other buildings at 777 East Street were sold in 2010 and the existing
buildings were razed to make way for a condominium project, “Pennington Crossing”. The Melzar
Allen homestead at 713 East Street still stands.




Mabel Clarke, Photographer

Mabel Clarke was born on October 24, 1866 and lived her life in South Walpole. She belonged
to the Walpole Branch of the Unitarian First Parish, and was a Trustee of the Walpole Public Library.
Mabel was a photographer at a period when the use of 4” by 5” glass slide negatives was in use. The
Society is fortunate to have over 150 of these negatives taken between 1895 and 1905. Photography by
a female photographer was not common at that time. The following are some of her work.

Wright House in South Walpole
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Withess Houses

and
1775 Walpole Militia
Muster Roll

The following information on the houses was compiled from the
Walpole Assessor's records. It is a chronological listing of data on
houses that existed in Walpole in 1776,
including owners of record in 2026.

Also, a MACRIS list of sites in Walpole from 1650 to 1776.
Dates on houses are subject to revision upon further research.
and
The 1775 Walpole Militia Muster Roll from a
document in the collection of the Walpole Historical Society.

Compiled by John R. Anderson, June 2026



