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GARY RIGGOTT  
has been a Walpole resident since 1992. He and his wife Deb moved here from Wakefield after he 
got a job at what is now Siemens Healthcare. He’s the father of Steven Riggott, TriCounty High 
School Class of 2013; and Alexis Riggott, Walpole High Class of 2014. He’s been involved with the 
Walpole Trails Committee since the early 2000s, and the Town Forest Committee since the mid- 
2000s. He has organized several trail numbering and mapping projects, organized trail cleanups and 
hikes, and most notably saw to completion the construction of the School Meadow Brook 
Boardwalk. He encourages everyone who can, to use the trails and to join in on the Committee’s 
efforts and outings.  
The f i rs t  European v is i t ors  t o  Walpo le  w ere im pressed w i t h  t he abundanc e 
of  red c edar in  'Sout h  Dedham ', la t er  t o  bec om e Walpo le . Th is  w as a  m uc h 
sought -a f t er  bu i ld ing m at er ia l  in  t he ear ly  1600s. Th is  t a lk  w i l l  desc r ibe t he 
ro le  o f  red c edar and o f  o t her  nat ura l  resourc es in  t he set t l ing  and la t er  t he 
founding o f  t he t ow n of  Walpo le .                               ++++++++++++++++++++ 

A Tavern and Postal Stop in Walpole Center in the Early 19th Century 
Betsey Dexter Dyer 

 
In the center of Walpole, in the early 19th century there was a tavern and postal stop operated by Harvey 
Clap. It was at the site across from old town hall (979 Main Street) where in present day, a Bank of 
America has been torn down and is being replaced.  
 
I believe this tavern in Walpole Center, “Clap’s Tavern or Inn” is a s discovery of sorts, in that it seems 
to have been forgotten for many decades. I was researching in our digitized newspapers, a completely 
different topic (for which I did not trust key words) and that is how I came across the tavern. While key 
word searches are my favorite way to use our digitized newspaper collection, it precludes serendipitous 
discoveries in the newspaper. Those require a close reading and fortunately I still have reasons to do 
that now and then.  
  
I came across an article by Edwin Thompson, Minister of the Orthodox Church, temperance lecturer, 
and Walpole historian 1809-1888. He  wrote Walpole history columns for the Walpole Star/ Foxboro 
Reporter in the late 19th century. As of 1886 he lived on East Street in East Walpole across from Bird 
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and Son  (possibly a property from his first wife Roxa Morse’s family) 
 
Often in his Walpole Star columns, ET recollected things he had witnessed from his own past (he 
moved to Walpole in 1842) or things that he had heard about, from times before his arrival to Walpole.  
He seemed to diligently record oral histories. 
 
In his column of Feb 12, 1887 Thompson wrote about Walpole Center  “seventy years ago”  [or 
thereabouts] as to who owned what and where they lived.  It is a detailed family by family account that 
seems as though it must have been dictated by someone who grew up in the neighborhood.   Seventy 
years ago would make it circa 1817 well before the arrival of  ET, so these were not his own memories.   
 
Thompson’s telling of the history has that ring of truth that you get when an old timer is recalling his or 
her childhood neighborhood in exquisite detail.  (And yet  may not be able to remember the names of 
current neighbors in old age.) 
 
In that column ET noted that Harvey Clap had a tavern in Walpole Center, across from the location of 
the town house (not yet built) and that HC was not only a tavern keeper but also a post master, store 
keeper, and town clerk.; the combination of tavern keeper and de facto post master  was a typical one as 
taverns at that time  often handled the mail.  
 
In the 18th century, the post road from Boston that had gone through Walpole Center, but that route had 
ceased to be the Boston post road around 1805. That is when a new post road was established down 
Washington Street through East and South Walpole.  
 
Harvey Clap (1786-1840) had married, at age 23, Abigail (Nabby) Polley  (a daughter of Nathaniel 
Polley) in 1809. Assuming that HC did not begin a career as a tavern keeper as a teenager, the earliest 
he might have done so is 1806 when the Washington Street Post Road already was established through 
South Walpole.  Recently built, Fullers and Polley’s Taverns in South Walpole quickly became 
important post road stops. The Polley of Polley’s Tavern was Harvey’s father in law 
 
So that means at the time Clap operated the tavern in the center,  it was not a main post road site but 
nonetheless, Walpole Center had to get its mail somehow and Clap was likely handing center mail  at 
the tavern. Clap or any tavern keeper doing a similar job, would be a postmaster of sorts for their 
section of town.  
 
So I proceeded to collect more evidence and information: 
On the 1832 Hewin’s map, “H. Clap” is shown owning a building across from the future town hall with 
various relatives I. Clap and J. Clap in the immediate neighborhood.  (The building is not labeled 
“tavern” but on that map, specific labels like that are not always used.) 
 
At three different periods, there were three different Boston post road routes through Walpole (in its 
present day configuration). When a new post road was established,  an older one was discontinued as a 
Boston post route. Taverns on the old route then became less profitable; in general they  went  out of 
business.  However, Clap’s Tavern was not just on a route but in a major town center.  Just because 
Main St had ceased to be a Boston post road after about 1805, does not mean that Walpole Center 
stopped getting mail deliveries and traffic and overnight visitors.  That location across from the (future) 
town house may well have been an original post road mail and tavern stop and may have continued on 
for some time after Washington Street became the post road.  
 



Harvey Clap may have been involved with the new taverns in South Walpole. One was owned by his 
father in law Nathaniel Polley and Polley had a contract to handle the Boston post mail. .  Although this 
is just conjecture on my part, it would make sense that if long distance mail (Boston to Providence) was 
coming through Polley’s Tavern  , it would be convenient and logical to sort the mail for the center of 
Walpole and get it over to son-in-law, Clap’s tavern.  
 
Unfortunately there are no newspaper obituaries of either Harvey or Nabby Clap that might mention 
their owning a tavern. I hoped maybe their son Harvey or daughter Frances might have obituaries with 
a detail about growing up at the store or post office or tavern. But no luck.  
 
 
Decades later, the Craig family   operated a post office on that site of Clap’s Tavern  as well as a store. 
(eg 1876 map etc etc); eventually Craig’s Store was the first telephone office too.   
 
And here might be a relevant deed transaction. The estate of Harvey Clap’s widow Abigail (who 
actually goes by Nabby at the Registry of Deeds) sold to Edmund Clap in 1858  (Norfolk Registry 
Book 268, Page 621)  a plot of land between their homestead and barn  upon which a store would be 
built; the wording was complicated involving the rights of various Clap descendants, and that might 
explain the odd co-ownership that came next. 
 
And actually a store seems already to have been on the site by 1858. It can be seen as Metcalf’s Store 
on the 1852 Walling map. (Metcalfs are Clap relatives.) So perhaps the store  was being rebuilt or 
enlarged per that 1858 deed. 
 
At least some of  the Clap property (with its restrictions)  was then conveyed in 1875 (471/99) from the 
Clap estate to George Craig who operated with his family, a post office and store in the center of town. 
He seems to have been doing so since at least 1870 , per the 1870 polls and estates in which he owned 
goods in trade. But it might have been as early as 1860 per the 1860 polls and estates which states  that 
EW and SG Clap co-owned a store [or was it more like goods in trade?].  
 
To complicate things, the Metcalfs (relatives of Claps) are shown as some sort of co-owner of Craig’s 
store on the 1876 map, probably per the wording on the 1858 deed that reserved complicated rights for 
Clap descendants and not completely free ownership to later owners  
 
By the way George Craig  (1833-1901) was the owner of most of the extensive Craig properties in 
town (including 40 Front Street)  although it his father E.C. Craig (1809-1880) whose name appears on 
the first iteration of the Craig store. 
 
So there is a chain of use of the property going back to at least 1852 and 1858; but actually it was  
much earlier, as will be described in the next section.  
 
Finally here is some nice evidence that takes us back to 1817 (albeit with some puzzling details to 
be sorted out) :   
 
deLue in The Story of Walpole says that when President Munroe came through Walpole in 1817, he 
avoided the new post road (Washington Street)  and went deliberately along the old one in hopes of 
seeing more of the original town villages!  He went through Walpole Center on July 1,1871, on his way 
from Providence to Boston, and stopped either briefly or long enough to dine at “Clapp’s Inn”.  (Two 
different Munroe letters have the length of time of the stop slightly different.) 



 
There is a misprint in deLue—He says that the inn can be seen 15 years later on the 1732 map but 
actually that is 1832 and that’s the map where H. Clap can be seen right across from the town house.  I 
think deLue was mistaken in saying it was on the site of the town house (not across the street) —deLue 
got the wrong Clap I think. There were Claps all around that section of town. 
 
Also Munroe’s route is puzzling (as written up by deLue). After leaving Walpole and staying over night 
in Dedham, deLue says  that Munroe  went on foot to Nathaniel  Polley Jr’s  Tavern.  It cannot be the 
South Walpole one, run by Nathaniel Polley Sr. (1761-1830), at least 15 miles away.   Nathaniel Polley 
Jr (1786-1850) (Harvey Clap’s brother in law) apparently was  living in Dedham around the time of 
Munroe’s trip. Indeed in deLue’s index he refers to that mention of Polley Jr’s tavern as being the one 
in Dedham! It should have been in deLue’s  text as well and it was good fortune that I was scrutinizing 
the index, and could figure it oiut. 
 
Mystery solved? 
I think so. From about his marriage until about his death, Harvey Clap had an tavern or inn of some sort 
in Walpole Center where mail was delivered and distributed (which made him a post master in practice, 
especially in a childhood memory)   For some period, guests could eat and stay the night.  And it truly 
makes sense that this would be well after the  new Boston post road route was established through East 
and South Walpole.  It is true that Walpole Center seemed bypassed (which was controversial) but the 
mail continued to the Center and travellers continued to choose that older route. Certainly any sort of 
business at any of the local mills, would make Walpole Center an obvious overnight destination.   
 
                                 ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
 

 
 

Walpole's 300th Anniversary Parade – October 5 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 


