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             The next meeting of the Walpole Historical Society will be held 
at the Walpole Public Library on April 11, 2024  at 7:00PM. 

This is also the Annual Meeting of the Society where 
the election of Officers and Director's will take place.  

Walpole Historical Society 
Old Parish Preservation Volunteers of Norwood 

 
In 2015, Patricia Fanning attended a Walpole Historical Society meeting at which Rob Gregg of 
the Vine Lake Preservation Trust spoke about the efforts of that group to preserve Vine Lake 
Cemetery in Medfield. She was inspired. And three years later, helped to found the Old Parish 
Preservation Volunteers (OPPV) of Norwood, an organization dedicated to the preservation and 
enhancement of the Old Parish Cemetery in Norwood. 
On Thursday, April 11, at 7:00 pm at the Walpole Public Library, she will present an illustrated talk 
about the efforts of OPPV to restore, repair, preserve and foster a sense of respect and 
appreciation for this local landmark. Learn what this group has accomplished in a few short years. 
They have cleaned, repaired, and reset a great number of gravestones, send out weekly blog posts 
about those interred in the cemetery, and have offered thematic tours, a production of Thornton 
Wilder’s “Our Town,” an art installation, a musical performance, and an annual Reading Frederick 
Douglass event. The research into the place and the families interred there has resulted in 
Fanning’s recent book: The Old Parish Cemetery of Norwood, Massachusetts.  
Old Parish Cemetery sits in the heart of downtown Norwood, and serves as the final resting place 
of some of Norwood's earliest and most influential residents, several of whom lived or worked 
in Walpole. Come and learn some surprising Walpole connections.  
Following a presentation of the cemetery’s history, noted individuals, and the work of OPPV, a 
short documentary will be shown. Directed by Norwood residents Maura and Kate Smith, the film 
explores the history of the Old Parish Cemetery and the work of the Old Parish Preservation 
Volunteers. It showcases both the importance of this burial ground to Norwood’s history and the 
work of the Volunteers. 
The evening will conclude with a question-and-answer period for anyone interested in learning 
more about OPPV’s efforts to preserve this colonial graveyard. The book The Old Parish Cemetery 
of Norwood, Massachusetts will be available for purchase (cash only) as well. 
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     On a hot day in May 1974, Walpole celebrated it's 250th   anniversary with a parade. This year's 
parade is set for October 5, 2024. The official date of the Town's incorporation is December 10, 1724. 
Photographs included in this Newsletter are from 1924 and 1974. The photographs are from the 
collection of the Walpole Historical Society. It's interesting to see some of the store fronts that existed 
fifty years ago. The Walpole Historical Society sponsored and built a float depicting a trolley car. 

 
            Rick Hurst was the motorman 
 
    A number of people helped to make this buggy. I know that somehow the trolley was built around 
one of Russell Jones' pick-up trucks. Russ was driving the rig, but could not see outside! I would 
coordinate with him when to turn to the left or the right or to slow down or to stop at a traffic light. 
Many people contributed to this anniversary parade float.  From Rick Hurst. 
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    Photographs from the 1974 Anniversary 

      Where was the Walpole Grange?                                       Look at the bicycles!! 

        Where are these kids today?       Who is the driver? 
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 The  end  of  the  parade.       Look at the store fronts in 1974. 
  
  
 The Display Case in the Main Room of the Public Library now has a collection of photos 
of Walpole teenagers in 1974, marching in the 250th Anniversary Parade and competing in 
the bicycle race. 

Just one problem! These photos from the Walpole Historical Society Collection are not 
labeled with names.  If you were a Walpole teenager in 1974, please help us by looking at 
the photos and identifying some people (maybe even yourself)! 
If you would like to see lots more photos and memorabilia from Walpole's 200th Anniversary 
(1924) and 250th (1974)  visit the Walpole Historical Society at 33 West Street, overlooking 
the common, on some Saturday afternoon  1-4 pm. Come in by the side entrance.  
 
Please Consider Volunteering at the Walpole Historical Society 
Here is a list of  volunteer opportunities. Just let us know if any are of interest to you: 
Greet guests and give tours of our museum rooms on Saturdays 1-4pm  (You don't have to 
come for the entire time; choose an hour or two.) 
Help plan and carry out our seasonal events such as our Christmas and spring open house. 
Help organize and catalogue materials donated to the society.  
Suggest speakers or if you have prepared a Walpole history lecture, we'll consider it for our 
lecture program. 
Help with chores around the Deacon Lewis House - inside and out.   
Start exploring your own research project on an area of Walpole history. Work on it in our 
library and research room  on Saturday afternoons. 
Assist in updating our website or becoming our web master. 
Help in the maintenance of our small garden and landscape areas. 
 
Reply via our email address on the top of the first page, or stop by on a Saturday 1 to 4. 
 
Wanted: two copies of the 2005 Walpole Town Report. 
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