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December 10, 2024 was the 300" anniversary of the Town of Walpole, and
brought to an end of many activities and celebrations held town wide. May started off with
Walpole Days, including Historic trolley tours narrated by Jim Langmead and Bill Buckley.
The tours left Blackburn Hall, then headed down East Street, stopping at the Lewis Castle.
From there they continued along East Street, to East Walpole, Bird Park, and East Walpole
square. Leaving the square, they continued along Washington Street, stopping at the
Abigail Clap Hartshorn - Smith (1738 - 1824) tomb in the DPW yard, then continuing to
South Walpole where historical properties were pointed out. From South Walpole, the tour
went back along Washington Street and Common Street back to Blackburn Hall. Three tours
of two trolleys each and thirty people per trolley brought the tour total to 180 visitors.

Later in the spring, a new “Walpole” sign,
donated by the Walpole Historical Society, was installed on the town common. This sign
replaced the previous sign, also provided by the Society thirty years ago.

On June 1, the Society held an Open House at the Deacon Willard Lewis House under a
beautiful sunny sky. Guests were greeted by outside demonstrations organized by
Mike Lepage and his group of re-enactors. Inside, guests were treated to refreshments
and displays pertaining to Walpole's history.
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On July 18, Betsey Dyer presented a lecture entitled “George Washington had a drink
here”. The lecture recounts Walpole's history in the Revolutionary War. There were hundreds
of Minutemen from Walpole, many of whom served during the siege of Boston. Thousands of
soldiers passed through Walpole on the Post Road back and forth from Boston to New York.
When George Washington departed from Boston after the British evacuation, he traveled
through Walpole.

The historic house sign program continued through 2024. Betsey Dyer has done the
research on forty five homes in Walpole that have been provided with a historic sign. The
project continues into 2025.

+++++++++++++++H+H++

A new oral history project, launched by Katie Birtwell of the Walpole Historical
Commission, features Walpole senior citizens recalling what it was like to grow up and live in
Walpole and telling some interesting stories about the town.

To view these online: Go to the Walpole Media website https://www.walpolemedia.tv/

Click the on demand tab, then Search “Stories of Historic Walpole”
++++++++ b+

In 2024, the Society had the Town Reports from 1870 to 2008 scanned. They can
be found at — https://archive.org/details/walpolehistoricalsociety

Town Reports from 2009 to current, plus additional historical data, can be found on the
Walpole Public Library website at — https://www.walpolelibrary.org/collections/local-
history/special-collections/#toggle-id-5
+++++++
Beginning in late August, Laurie Kearney and Anne LePage conducted historic cemetery
tours of Walpole's old burial places, on Saturday afternoons. The tours were greatly appreciated

by those in attendance. Only one was rained out and had to be postponed.
+++++++HH++++

October 5 was the 300th anniversary parade under sunny skies. The parade ran from the
Norfolk County Agricultural School to the Walpole High School. The Society had two participants
in period attire. Shown are Ryan Daniels, of Braintree, and Micharl LePage from the Society.
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Later in October, Michael LePage presented a lecture on Sir Robert Walpole to a full
house at the Walpole Library. Michael was in full uniform ,with dress prepared for the
occasion by Henry Cook, along with a Powerpoint presentation showing the historical
background of Sir Robert Walpole's life, along with commentary by Matthew Mees, of
Braintree, an expert in English history.

In November, Gary Riggott presented a program on Walpole's Cedar Swamp. The
audience was amazed at the history of the large cedar swamp and it's uses, from the inception
of the first swamill in Walpole, in the 1600's.

Our final event of 2024 was an Open House held on December 7 at the Lewis House.
Michael and Anne LePage decorated the building, and along with Chris and Claire Hurley, of
Woburn, and a group of Mummers entertainment was provided for those in attendense.
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After the close of 2024, one more event is planned starting on January 4.

Walpole “Then and Now” Photography Exhibit of Historical Walpole Photographs

Walpole Public Library Community Room
January 4, 2025 through January 31, 2025
Sponsored by the Friends of the Walpole Public Library and the Walpole Historical Society

The Friends of the Walpole Public Library and the Walpole Historical Society are pleased to
announce a “Then and Now” photography exhibit of historical Walpole pictures to be held at the
Walpole Public Library during the month of January 2025. The exhibit continues the celebration of
Walpole’s 300" anniversary. It consists of 25 historical photographs from the Walpole Historical
Society’s collection paired with current pictures taken at the same locations. It will be in the
Community Room.

The exhibit was made possible thanks to a generous contribution from
Alice Lorusso. The public is invited to attend an opening reception to be held on
Monday, January 13, 2025, from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Light refreshments will be
served.

Do you remember this building?
Come to the exhibit, at the library, to see where it was.
+++++++++++++++

An end of the year acquisition was a collection of 189 issues of the Walpole Star newspaper,
mostly from 1886 to 1890. This is an important addition to our existing collect which mostly
covered the period from 1880 to 1885. The papers were originally purchased by F.A. Hartshorn.
The papers were found by Society member Colin Harding, of Vriginia, who made the
arrangements with the Ebay seller, in Vermont, for us to purchase them.
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