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Although William Houghton Sprague Pearce was born in Boston, he spent 
summers in his family's home at 557 East Street, Walpole. His grandfather was poet 
Charles Sprague. His great-grandfather, Samuel Sprague, was a Patriot of the 
Revolutionary period and a participant in the Boston Tea Party. William was a noted 
artist and photographer. Below is one of his paintings along the Neponset River.

 
(https://www.invaluable.com/auction-lot/william-houghton-pearce-massachusetts-1864-1935-l-237-c-f50454683c)

As a photographer, he made many stereoviews and albumen images in the Walpole area.

The stereoview was invented in the mid 
1850's. Stereoviews are almost identical side 
by side images of a single scene, viewed 
simultaneously through an optical device held 
to the eyes they become 3D. This stereoviewer
is in the collection of the Walpole Historical 
Society. The profession ended around 1920, 
although hobbyists continue to make
stereoviews.            Page  1



                  
The stereoview above shows family members in a field across from 557 East Street. 
This would be in the sports complex of the recently constructed Walpole Middle School.
Note the anemometer on the roof of the house. The view below shows the interior of the 
house and William's art studio. These views were both made about 1900. Both of these 
stereos were made by William.
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The two stereoviews shown here are from private collections, and were made in 
the 1870's. The top view is of 79 Plimpton Street, owned by the Plimpton family.
The bottom view is looking west on West Street, from in front of the Deacon 
Willard Lewis House. The house on the right is now gone. Beyond it, on the right,
are some of the buildings of the Lewis Manufacturing Company. The hill on the 
horizon is the historic Powderhouse Hill, now part of the Swan Pond complex.
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William also created larger format albumen photographs in Walpole. The one shown 
above was taken about 1900, and shows Main Street looking south from East Street.
The old Town Hall tower can be seen in the distance. The back of the photograph has his
backmark “Photographed by W.H.S. Pearce, Walpole, Mass.” This and other images are 
in the collection of the Walpole Historical Society.

*********************************************
70 Years Ago -

Hurricane Diane passed south of New Englaand on August 19, 1955. The storm 
total for the three days of August 17 – 19 was 15.61 inches in Walpole.
The photo below shows flooding on East Street, at Main St., on August 19, 1955.
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